
NICHOLSON & CO. 
 

APPRENTICE ORGAN PIPE MAKER - OPPORTUNITY 

Title Apprentice organ pipe maker 
 

Employer Nicholson & Co. Ltd 
 

Intro blurb Come and join one of Britain’s oldest and foremost pipe organ building firms, 
and be part of a modern team in a traditional craft industry.  You will have the 
opportunity to help build new organs and restore older instruments, such as 
the organ of Manchester Town Hall. 
 

  

 APPRENTICESHIP SUMMARY 

Description Organ builders use their skills and labour for the bespoke fabrication and 
restoration of pipe organs and their constituent components.  
 
We are looking to appoint an apprentice organ pipe maker with a particular 
emphasis on metal work – the manufacture and repair of metal organ pipes.   
 
In this role, you will learn how to make metal pipes; how to give them their 
sound (known as ‘voicing’); how to restore and check the speech of older 
pipes; and how to tune them. 
 
You will also gain a wider contextual knowledge of how organs work and are 
made.  You’ll learn to use materials such as tin, lead, copper, wood and leather.  
Most of the work will be in our workshop, but you will from time to time be 
working on site, which will typically be a church, school, concert hall or 
cathedral.  
 

Weekly wage £380 (£9.50/hr for 40-hr week), rising each year. 
 

Working week Mon-Fri 8am–5pm, with occasional early starts or late finishes, and occasional 
weeks away (board and lodging provided) for site work, when longer hours are 
normally worked. 
 

Expected 
duration 

4 years, with expectation of continued employment thereafter. 

Possible start 
date 

Easter or summer 2022 

Apprenticeship 
level 

Level 3 (Advanced)  

No. of positions 
available 

1 
 
 

 

  



NICHOLSON & CO. 
 

 REQUIREMENTS AND PROSPECTS 

Desired skills We are looking for an individual with: 
 
- the ability to work on their own initiative and contribute suggestions for 
improvement 
- the ability to work on their own and in a team 
- good practical aptitude and ability to use tools and equipment 
- accuracy and attention to detail 
 
Occasional working at height and heavy lifting are both part of the role, so a 
head for heights and good physical strength are essential, along with a good 
understanding of health and safety in the workplace. 
 
The workshop is not on a bus route or within walking distance of a railway 
station, so a bicycle or car will be needed. 
 

Personal 
qualities 

- creativity and imagination with the personal drive and ambition to succeed 
and to learn 
- excellent interpersonal and communication skills 
- flexibility and ability to learn new techniques 
 

Desired 
qualifications 

5 GCSE passes of grades 9-4 required, including English and maths. 

Future 
prospects 

Most of our apprentices are offered permanent full-time positions on 
completion of training.  We have a very substantial order book with years of 
work lined up. 
 

  

 ABOUT THE EMPLOYER 

Description We have been building and restoring pipe organs of the finest quality for over 
181 years.  Our instruments can be heard across the world in churches, 
cathedrals, concert halls and schools.  Our work is a mixture of new build and 
restoration.  With 21 staff, we are one of the largest organ building firms in the 
UK. 
 

Title Nicholson & Co. Ltd 
 

Address Lower Interfields 
Malvern 
Worcestershire 
WR14 1UU 
 

Contact enquiries@nicholsonorgans.co.uk 
01886 833338 
 

Website www.nicholsonorgans.co.uk 
 

Socials Facebook, Instagram and Twitter – nicholsonorgans 
 

Applications by 28 Feb 2022 
 



NICHOLSON & CO. 
 

 TRAINING 

Training 
provider 

Training will be provided in-house, as is presently standard across our industry.   
 
We are accredited members of the Institute of British Organ Building 
(www.ibo.co.uk) which is presently in discussion with the Department for 
Education (see 
https://findapprenticeshiptraining.apprenticeships.education.gov.uk/courses/1
97) and further education colleges about the feasibility of setting up an 
industry wide apprentice training scheme.  If this is launched successfully, our 
apprentices will be enrolled on this scheme. 

 

 

 

 

https://findapprenticeshiptraining.apprenticeships.education.gov.uk/courses/197
https://findapprenticeshiptraining.apprenticeships.education.gov.uk/courses/197

